The Battle and the Blessed Hope of the New Man

""This 1 say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no longer
walk as “the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, *® having
their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God,
because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their
heart; ¥ who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to
work all uncleanness with greediness.

**But you have not so learned Christ, *'if indeed you have heard Him and
have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: * that you put off,
concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt
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according to the deceitful lusts, “ and be renewed in the spirit of your
mind, **and that you put on the new man which was created according to
God, in true righteousness and holiness. Ephesians 4:17-24

’Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well
pleasing to Him. " For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to
what he has done, whether good or bad. ' Knowing, therefore, the terror
of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known to God, and I also
trust are well known in your consciences.

“For we do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you
opportunity to boast on our behalf, that you may have an answer for those
who boast in appearance and not in heart. ** For if we are beside
ourselves, i is for God; or if we are of sound mind, # is for you. " For the
love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all,

then all died; *® and He died for all, that those who live should live no
longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.

" Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we

know Him thus no longer. "Therefore, if anyone 7 in Christ, be zs a new
creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have

become new. ® Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to
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Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation,  that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself, not [‘*”irnputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us
the word of reconciliation.

*Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading
through us: we implore yox on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to

God. * For He made Him who knew no sin 7 be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him. 2 Corinthians 5:9-21

® As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in
Him, " rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have
been taught, abounding “in it with thanksgiving.

®Beware lest anyone “Icheat you through philosophy and empty deceit,
according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the
world, and not according to Christ. > For in Him dwells all the fullness of
the Godhead "bodily; ' and you are complete in Him, who is the head of
all Wprincipality and power. Colossians 2:6-10

""For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all

men, ?teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, ®looking for the
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, *who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every

lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for
good works. Titus 2:11-15
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